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Every four years, the world’s most popular
sporting event takes place. Soccer, or football as it
is called in many nations, cuts across many social,
political and cultural boundaries.

From its beginnings in England, the game
quickly spread across the world. Nearly every
nation in the world competes in qualification
rounds for this tournament.

For over two years, tiny nations such as
Lichtenstein compete against giants like France or
Italy for a chance in the World Cup.

Sponsored by FIFA (Fédération Internationale de
Football Association), the tournament features 32
squads: 14 teams from Europe, five from Africa,
four from South America, North America and
Asia, and one from the Oceania region.
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David Beckham, seen here before a
friendly professional match in Spain, will
start for the English National team at this
year’s World Cup.

While South American and European teams have
been the only ones to win the championship since
it was founded in 1930, there are signs this will
soon change. With African and Asian teams now
consistenly advancing to the quarterfinals and
semi-finals, it may be only be a matter of time
before this monopoly crumbles.

This guide to the 2006 World Cup in Germany
features a short description of each team and also
lists our picks for who will advance to the “Sweet
16.” Who will win the cup is anyone’s guess.

With the increased popularity of the sport within-
the United States, both ABC and ESPN have
decided to televise all games for the first time.

The world’s universal sport is enjoyed for both
its fluid movement and finesse.

Unlike other sports, tactical skill and strength
are evenly balanced in what is called a “beautiful
game.” '
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Brazil’s Ronaldo controls the ball dur-

ing a friendly — a non-competetive match
— between Russia and Brazil. His two
goals proved decisive in Brazil’'s 2002 World
Cup Final win over Germany.

Group A

Overview: Besides the obvious favorite Germany, there

is an equal chance for the rest to claim second place.
Picks: Germany, Costa Rica

Germany — The hosts and longtime

contenders hope to achieve more than

their dismal performance in Euro 2004.

Costa Rica — In their third World Cup
performance, they look to improve

upon their surprising success in 2002.

Ecuador — The South American -
minnows will need to improve their
defensive side to advance.

Poland — The Poles will need to keep
the form they had during qualification
to have a chance of finishing second.

- Group B

Overview: A strong group that may produce surprises, -
especially with untested Trinidad & Tobago.
Picks: England, Sweden.
England — With David Beckham
and Wayne Rooney, this classic
team only needs to fear Sweden.

Paraguay — While they are a decent
team, they are underdogs with tough
challengers in England and Sweden.

Trinidad & Tobago — With little
chance of surviving this stage, they

Group C

Overview: The “group of death” will undoubtedI}./
test each team and prepare them for the final rounds.
Picks: Argentina, Serbia & Montenegro.

" Argentina — With a tough defense
and innovative offense, they hope
to win their first cup since 1986.

Serbia & Montenegro— A
disciplined defense and possession
offense makes them a dark horse.
Cote d’Ivoire — The strongest African
team may surprise many, even though
they are considered underdogs.

Netherfands — With Ruud van
Nistelrooy as the striker, the Dutch will
make a strong contender for the cup.

Group D

Overview: The weakest group, with only Mexico

and Portugal seeing much international success.
Picks: Mexico, Portugal.

B Mexico — In their 13th appearance,

they look to finally capitalize on all

the talent that exists on the team.

Iran — Their third World Cup
performance may see them
struggle against competitors.

Angolai — The minnows of the group,
but could pull off an upset in their
first World Cup.

Portugal — With a talented and
aggressive team, they are already
looking toward the Round of 16.




Group E

Overview: The second toughest group, with most
teams playing defensive styles.
Picks: Italy, Czech Republic.

Italy — With a compact defense . . .
and Filippo Inzaghi and Alessandro
Del Piero up front, they look to
succeed.

Ghana — This team, coached by
football legend Ratomir Dujkovic,
has a strong defense and could
surprise many.

USA — Always the outsider, they are
looking to improve their quarterfinal
performance from 2002.

Czech Republic — The Czechs
hope to improve with star forward
Pavel Nedved leading their fluid
style of play.

GroUp F

Overview: Brazil is the continous favorite with

Japan and Australia looking to make little impact.
Picks: Brazil, Croatia.

' Brazil — A team full of soccer

superstars, this team is again

poised to win it all.

Croatia — In their third World
Cup, the team is led by a lightning
offensive and smart defense.

Australia — After a 32-year absence,

Overview: Korea and France look to dominate over

the inconsistent Swiss and inexperienced Togo.
Picks: France, Korea Republic.

France — With Zinedine Zidane’s

final performance, Les Bleus look
to advance past the group stage.

Switzerland — Barely qualifying
for their first World Cup since

1994, the Swiss will need more

effort to advance.

Korea Republic — Their trip to the
semifinals in 2002 made them an
Asian soccer power.

Bl Togo — This West African nation

stage.

Group H

Overview: This group is a tactical test between
possession football and fast-paced attacking.

Picks: Ukraine, Tunisia.
Spain — A talented team of
individuals; however, they lack
cohesion and could stumble early.

Ukraine — A tactical, patient
offense gind smart defensive could
win them the group.

Tunisia — The champions of Africa
will look to make their mark in the
World Cup with a talented squad.

Saudi Arabia - They come in with
an unbalanced squad and could end
up dwelling at the bottom of this

group.




